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This summer, I went home to the US for about two weeks. This
trip was different than my usual vacations in America for two
reasons.

First, I usually go home around Christmas. It had been a long time
since I was home in summer. It was nice to be in America in
summer for a change. Second, I usually divide time between
northern California where my parents live, and the Pacific
Northwest (Washington and Oregon) where I grew up and where
most of my relatives and friends live. Since my parents were up in
Washington for the summer, I could by-pass California this year.

At the beginning of the trip I visited friends. First, I saw a friend in
Oregon. We went to the same junior high and high school. We had
a barbecue in his back yard. Next, I flew up to British Columbia to
see friends who are former LIOJ teachers (Jim Sampson who lives
in B.C., and Wang Chang-qi who was visiting North America from
Gotemba). We all enjoyed driving around Vancouver.

I spent the latter part of vacation with family including my parents,
my sisters and their families, grandmother, and aunts
and uncles. I especially enjoyed playing with my niece
and nephews for a few days. They had grown quite a
bit since I had last seen them. We went swimming and
played games. We drove down to Oregon and I visited
my grandmother who will be 97 this year. 1 visited all
my aunts and uncles on this visit, and even saw two
cousins that I hadn't seen in a long time.

My summer vacation was simple, but fun.

And 1

kenjoyed it very much.
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Lisa

This summer vacation, I went home to Auckland in New Zealand
for two weeks to see my friends and family. It was freezing
because it was winter there! 1 went hiking, watched movies, went
to cafes and parties, ate lots of delicious food (e.g. marmite, muesli,
chocolate cake...), and generally had a really good time. On my
way back to Japan, I went to Sydney in Australia for five days to
visit some friends.
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Daina
I traveled back to my hometown in upstate NY, USA in August and
stayed with my parents for about 3 weeks. It was a really busy trip
because during my stay my family hosted a wedding celebration for
Dara & I. Guests traveled from my husband’s country, Ireland,
Japan and the west cost of the US for the event. It was really fun -
an unforgettable celebration. The week before the wedding was
filled with appointments - florist, DJ, restaurant, minister, etc..., and
visiting with family from far away. We say we spent our
honeymoon with both of our families, but we are planning a
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Mark
It has been a busy year for me, so I've really enjoyed my vacation
time. In August, I went home to Windsor, Canada for three weeks.
The weather wasn’t so good, but it was nice spending time with my
family and friends, and visiting my old favorite restaurants. I'm
happy to be back in Odawara for the fall, because it’s my favorite
season in Japan - the days are clear and comfortable, and the air is
filled with the sweet smell of flowers. This year I have 2 more
vacations planed: a week in Saipan in October, and 3 weeks in Malaysia
at Christmas. I'm excited, because I like both places very much. I just
hope “El Nino™ doesn’t give me any problems when I go.

(" Natalie N

Life at LIOJ has been busy as usual. This is probably why my
summer holiday seems like it was a lifetime ago! I had a wonderful
trip to Spain & Portugal. Now when I look at my photographs, I
can hardly believe I was really there! Spain in the summer has a
relaxed, fun feel to it. The beaches, long lunches drinking sangria
and the friendliness of the Spanish people, have made me
determined to return someday. In December I will go chasing
summer again. This time in the southern hemisphere - downunder
in Australia. I'm looking forward to spending Christmas with my
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

(0ct. :Halloween Bash (nlght/ ac_iurts) . Oct. 21(Tue) & 22 (Wed) )
:5'55'5:6:0. :Christmas Party (adurts) Dec.20 (Sat) 7:30 - 8:30p.m.
:Christmas Party (JH & SH) Dec.20 (Sat) 4:00 - 5:30p.m.
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aienttne s Day (night /adults) | Feb.12 (Thu) & 13 (Fri)
Dance Fever (night/adults) Mar.17 (Tue) & 18 (Wed)

:Dance Fever (morning & afternoon/adults)  Mar. 18 (Wed) &19 (Thu) &21(Sat)
k :Dance Fever (JH & SH) Mar.21(Sat) 4:00 - 5:30p.m. -
# morning & afternoon (adults) -+ + - 12:15 - 1:15p.m.

# night (adults) - - - 8:30 - 9:30p.m.
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(LIOJ FACULTY & STAFFE ~

JAMES KAHNY has a B.A. in Political Science and German from Western Washington University. He worked as
a construction supervisor building schools in Benin, West Africa from 1983 to 1985, then taught English for two
years in Miyagi Prefecture and for one year in Seoul, Korea. He is the director of LIOJ. He is interested in sports,
music, travel and politics.

MARK JAMES graduated from the University of Windsor, Canada, with an M.Ed. (curriculum studies, with a
focus on second language education), a B.Ed. (primary/junior education), and a B.A. (sociology/geography). Mark
has lived in a number of different countries, including two years spent teaching English in Fujisawa City, Japan. He
maintains a strong interest in travel and enjoys listening to music, playing the guitar, and keeping fit.

NATALIE WILLIAMSON received a BA in English and Communications and a diploma of Secondary Education
from the University of Southern Queensland, Australia. She has taught people with disabilities, as well as highschool
English and Social Studies. She is now in her third year of teaching English in Japan.

DAINA DENNING is from Upstate New York, USA. She has a BS in Spanish and translation from Georgetown
University, Washington D.C., and an MA in TEFL/TESL from the University of Birmingham, England. She spent
time studying and working in Spain while in college, then spent three years teaching for the YMCA in Mie-ken
before going to England to complete study for the MA in TEFL/TESL from 1995-1996. Her interests include
mountain biking, hiking, Frisbee, studying foreign languages and traveling.

LAURIE SANSONE graduated from San Diego State University with a BA in French and International Politics and
a certificate in Applied Linguistics and ESL. She has taught English, French and ESL in the United States and EFL
in Columbia. She began her teaching career as a swim instructor and loves to go to the beach. Her interests include
travel, international music, theater and current events.

LISA BRICKELL graduated from the University of Auckland, New Zealand with a B.A. Degree in English and
Italian and a post graduate Diploma in Drama. In 1993 she completed the Royal Society of Arts Cambridge
Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign Language at Languages International School in Auckland and then
worked there for four years. She has also taught English in Italy and has worked as a singer, actor and comedian. She
enjoys travelling, learning languages, singing, music, and drama.

MIYUKI OHNO is the general manager of LIOJ — and a former, long-term student of the LIOJ Community
Program. Besides overseeing all office operations, she represents LIOJ at MRA Foundation meetings and visits
client companies for the Business Communication Program.

KAZUMI MASUDA is responsible for financial matters and concerning in International Summer Workshop and
other program details.

KAZUKO MIZUKAMI is primarily responsible for the Community Program. She taught Japanese for 10 months
Qn Australia. y,




