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MORAL RE-ARMAMENT

In the spring of 1938 Europe was undergoing a war of nerves. Hitler's
march into Austria had specded the defence measures of the democtacis,
but their need for a united spirit to meet the challenge of militant
ideologies was increasingly clear.

On 29 May, at a reception in his honour in East Ham Town Hall,
cradle of the British Labour Movement, Frank Buchman lawnched
Moral Re-Armament. His aim was a world-wide mobilisation of the
moral and spivitual forces, which urgently needed a rallying point and
a philosophy. Over 3,000 overflowed the Town Hall, With him on
the_platform were more than sixty East London Mayors, Aldermen
and Councillors. Within a few days, press and radio had carried
Frank Buchman'’s concept of Moral Re-Armament around the world.

THE WORLD’S CONDITION cannot but cause disquiet and
anxiety. Hostility piles up between nation and nation, labour
and capital, class and class. The cost of bitterncss and fear
mounts daily. Friction and frustration are undermining cur
homes.

Is there a remedy that will cure the individual and the
nation and give the hope of a speedy and satisfactory
recovery?

The remedy may lic in a return to those simple home
truths that some of us learned at our mother’s knce, and
which many of us have forgotten and neglected—honesty,
purity, unselfishness and love.

‘The crisis is fundamentally a moral one. The nations must
re-arm morally. Moral recovery is essentially the forerunner
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of economic recovery. Imagine a rising tide of absolute
honesty and absolute unselfishness sweeping across every
country! What would be the effect? What about taxes?
Debts? Savings? A wave of absolute unselfishness throughout
the nations would be the end of war.

Moral recovery creates not crisis but confidence and unity
in every phase of life. How can we precipitate this moral
recovery throughout the nations? We need a power strong
enough to change human nature and build bridges between
man and man, faction and faction. This starts when every-
one admits his own faults instead of spot-lighting the other
fellow's.

God alone can change human nature.

The secret lies in that great forgotten truth that when man
listens, God speaks; when man obeys, God acts; when men
change, nations change. That power active in a minority can
be the solvent of a whole country’s problems. Leaders
changed, a nation’s thinking changed, a world at peace with
tself.

‘We, the Remakers of the World’—is that not the think-
ing and willing of the ordinary man? The average man wants
to see the other fellow honest, the other nation at peace with
his own. We all want to gef, but with such changed leaders
we might all want to give. We might find in this new spirit
an answer to the problems which are paralysing economic
recovery. 7

Suppose everybody cared enbugh, everybody shared
enough, wouldn’t everybody have enough? There is enough
in the world for everyone’s need, but not enough for every-
one’s greed.

Think of the unemployed thus released for 2 programme
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of Moral Re-Armament; everyone in the nation magnetised
and mobilised to restore the nations to security, safety and
sanity.

Every man, womanand child must be enlisted, every home
become a fort. Our aim should be that everyone has not only
enough of the necessities of life, but that he has a legitimate
part in bringing abou this Moral Re-Armament, and so
safeguards the peace of his nation and the peace of the
world.

God has a nation-wide programme that provides in-
spiration and liberty for all and anticipates all political
programmes.

Every employed and unemployed man employed in
Moral Re-Armament; this is the greatest programme of
national service—putting everybody to work remaking
people, homes and businesses. A Swedish steelworker told
me: ‘Only a spiritual revolution goes far enough to meet the
needs of men and industry.”

A Labour leader said: ‘T have seen the Labour Movement
triumph and felt in the midst of triumph an emptiness. The
Oxford Group gave my life new content. Isce in its message
the only key to the futuse of the Labour Movement and of
industry the world over.”

Only anew spiritin men can bring a new spirit in industry.
Industry can be the pioncer of a new order, where national
service replaces selfishness, and where industrial planning is
based upon the guidance of God. When Labour, Manage-
ment and Capital become partners under God’s guidance,
then industry takes its true place in national life.

New men, new homes, new industry, new nations, a new
world.
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‘We have not yet tapped the great creative sources in the
Mind of God. God has a plan, and the combined moral and
spiritual forces of the nation can find that plan,

We can, we must, and we will gencrate a moral and
spiritual force that is powerful enough to remake the world.

Note: This specch was widely reported and reproduced in newspapers
in every part of the world. In Washington it was reproduced-as a full
page cditorial in the United States News, 6 September, 1938, and was
linked by che editor, David Lawrence, with Woodrow Wilson's last
published article, “The Road Away from Revolution’ (Adlantic Monthly,
August, 1923). Mr Lawrence wrote: ‘With Europe in the midst of a
crisis which could conceivably ‘bring on another World War . . . I have
placed the two addresses alongside of each other because the note struck
in 1923 by Mr Wilson is paralleled in 1938 in such eloquent fashion by
this eminent American leader, Dr Frank Buchman, who has begun to
awaken in fifty countries of the world a realistic conception of human
brotherhood.”
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